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How to Teach Listening Skills More Effectively & Creatively

Many pupils react negatively whenever they are asked to listen to a recording of German. 

This is probably due to the fact that they feel they are being tested on their knowledge of 

the language rather than making gains in learning. Quite often their experience revolves 

around listening to a text (usually a dialogue) and then answering a series of prepared 

questions on what they have heard. In this way they are being asked to focus on the content 

of the text rather than the form of the language itself. 
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Here is an idea to try out next time your pupils listen to a German recording. The focus is on 

the learning not the text.

1. Select from the text (see next slide) five or six categories of language that you want your 

pupils to listen out for, for example: colours, numbers, particular verb forms, words 

following a particular sequence: eg: what is the next word you hear after the phrase: 

Können Sie uns………?

2. Give out these categories to different groups in the class and ask them to note down 

when they hear those words. This is a useful differentiation exercise in its own right.

3. Play the recording and watch the pupils as they write down the words they have heard. 

Their body language alone will tell you if they have coped with the task. Pupils who have 

heard the words they have been asked to listen out for will immediately write them down; 

those who are less sure will not be writing anything and this will tell you if you need to 

repeat the exercise.
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4. When the recording has finished, invite the pupils to feedback each of the categories of 

vocabulary and write them on the board under the separate headings. If they have not 

managed to hear all of the vocabulary, then repeat the exercise, only this time give different 

pupils different items to listen out for. Repeat until all the vocabulary has been written down by 

the pupils

Here is a list of the five categories you asked the pupils to listen out for:
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*Teacher Note

For the purposes of differentiation, give more able pupils categories such as clothing or 

adjectives (because they have to understand the text and recognise the vocabulary to do this 

exercise). Give other pupils the “trigger cues” (Können Sie uns ………) because all they have 

to do is listen out for the trigger words and write down the next word or words they hear. When 

the pupils have completed this exercise they will be in a better position to move on to 

comprehension of the text.



Access the activity sheets here.
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